DOG WALKING SAFETY
Quick Reference Flyer
IMPORTANT: Always keep your full attention on the dog. When in doubt, ask a lead walker or staff member before proceeding.
BEFORE YOU WALK
· Housebroken dogs go first.
· Confirm the dog is Walk Approved before taking them out.
· Do not enter the kennel unless instructed.
· Check the harness and leash every time. Clip the leash to both the harness and collar.
· If unsure, ask for help. The opposite-color strap goes behind the front legs and under the body.
TIME LIMITS
· 5-minute walking limit: heartworm positive, heartworm treatment, or under any medical restriction. These dogs may stay out longer, but they must not walk longer than 5 minutes.
· Dogs wearing cones: limit activity to 15 minutes and no off-leash running.
· If a dog with a cone becomes jumpy or overly active, end the interaction immediately.
DURING THE WALK
· Keep the leash always looped around your wrist.
· Pick up any poop!
· No phone use while walking dogs. Photos are okay but stay focused on the dog.
· No fence play. Redirect the dog away from the fence. If it continues, remove the dog from the yard.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Do not allow members of the public to interact with shelter dogs. You can direct them to the adoptions team if they are interested. 
ENVIRONMENT AND CARE
· Hot weather: avoid pavement and cement whenever possible. Rocks in shaded runs can still get hot.
· Inclement weather: If there is hard rain or thunder/lightening you may wait for the storm to end or you can sit underneath the awning at the facility entrance. 
· First walker in a run: refill water bowls with fresh water, including the bowl on the trail before the lower run.
SPECIAL HANDLING AND HELP
· Dogs in URI and ISO must go out through the hallway door on the back side of the building.
· Check the outside run door near URI and ISO before closing it. Make sure it is unlocked and the lock button is popped out.
· If you need help or get locked out, use your radio and clearly state your location.
· Fill out the Behavior or Medical forms for any concerns. (No matter how small)
